
Using  GEMS Well to Understand the 
Data Available to You.

Robin Clausen
Research Liaison

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Assessment Conference 2018

February 9, 2018 – Billings, MT
February 13, 2018  - Helena, MT



What are researchers first two steps in a 
study?
• They come to research with a question, sometimes ill defined, that defines 

the scope of the investigation and what data is needed.

• It helps, as a second step, to understand the data available to you.
• GEMS is a frequently used data source for district users and the general public.

• School level and Student level data is provided to OPI by schools. GEMS provides that 
data back to schools in a way that helps you better understand the data available to 
you.

• To get secure access to student level data (district users), email Robin 
Clausen @ robin.clausen@mt.gov.

• If you already have secure access feel free to follow along on your laptop or 
tablet. https://gems.opi.mt.gov.

mailto:robin.clausen@mt.gov
https://gems.opi.mt.gov/


Kyle, insert your slides on a school like mine database
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Criteria Selection for Menu Below is  
by LE (LEA) and School. The number 
for each are the LE Number and 
School Code.
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On Graph
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Box







Guided Lesson

• This presentation doesn’t address what’s in GEMS. It shows you how 
to use it well. You can discover what GEMS offers. For example, has 
anyone thought of a research question?

(If not, that’s ok). Let’s look at graduation data from two views (on a 
report and dashboard).
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